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Figure 1.  Project location.  (Based on USGS Cathedral City, La Quinta, Myoma, and Rancho Mirage, Calif., 1:24,000 

quadrangles) 
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Figure 2.  Recent satellite image of the project area.  (Based on Google Earth imagery) 
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Course further to the west, which dates to sometime between 1958 and 1972 (see Attachment B, p. 

11).  Ultimately, the 2015 study concludes: 

 
In any event, such fragmented remains of the agricultural infrastructure, virtually ubiquitous 

in rural and formerly rural areas throughout southern California, demonstrate little potential 

for historic significance and generally require no further study.  (See Attachment B, p. 11) 

 

As both of the previous surveys involving the project area are now considered out of date for CEQA-

compliance purposes, the present study was designed and implemented to update and reexamine 

their findings and conclusions.  Research procedures completed during this study include a review of 

more recent historical/archaeological records searches conducted on nearby properties, a Sacred 

Lands Files search at the State of California Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC), and a 

systematic field inspection of the project area.  A summary of the methods and results of these 

procedures is presented below, along with the final conclusion of the study. 

 

Due to substantial delays caused by facility closure during the COVID-19 pandemic, a new records 

search was not obtained for this study from the Eastern Information Center (EIC) of the California 

Historical Resources Information System.  Instead, the results of records searches for two studies 

carried out on properties within a one-mile radius in 2018 were examined for pertinent information.  

Since the EIC has not updated its collection since the beginning of the pandemic in 2020, the 

coverage was considered to be adequate for this study.   

 

These data indicate that no additional cultural resources studies occurred within the project area 

between 2015 and 2018, although a linear survey was reported to the EIC along the segment of 

Frank Sinatra Drive adjacent to the northern project boundary.  The data further indicate that no 

additional historical/archaeological resources have been identified within the project area or within a 

half-mile radius.  Site 33-005080 (CA-RIV-5080), a prehistoric—i.e., Native American—ceramic 

scatter recorded approximately a quarter-mile to the east, remains the only known cultural resource 

within the half-mile scope of the records search. 

 

On February 3, 2022, CRM TECH submitted a written request to the NAHC for information in the 

Sacred Lands File pertaining to any known Native American cultural resources in the project 

vicinity.  As during the 2006 and 2015 surveys, the NAHC’s reply states that the Sacred Lands File 

identified no such resources in or near the project area but refers to local Native American groups for 

further inquiries (see Attachment C).  The entire response from the NAHC, including the referral list 

for local Native American representatives, is attached to this report for reference by the City of Palm 

Desert in future government-to-government consultations with the pertinent tribal groups, if 

necessary (see Attachment C). 

 

The field inspection of the project area was conducted on February 28, 2022, by CRM TECH field 

director Daniel Ballester, M.S.  The survey was completed at a reconnaissance level by walking a 

series of parallel north-south transects spaced 25 meters (approximately 75 feet) apart.  Ground 

visibility was excellent (90-100%) over the entire project area due to the sparse vegetation growth 

(Figure 3).  As in the past surveys, no historical/archaeological resources were encountered in the 

project area.  The remnants of irrigation features were again noted on the property, as were scattered 

refuse of modern origin, mainly along the perimeters.  None of these items, however, are of any 

historical/archaeological interest. 
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Figure 3.  Overview of the current condition of the project area.  (Photograph taken on February 28, 2022; view to the 

northeast) 

 

In summary, the results of research procedures completed during this study have confirmed that no 

“historical resources” are known to be present within the project area.  Therefore, we reiterate the 

recommendations presented to the City of Palm Desert at the conclusion of the 2006 and 2015 

studies: 

 

• The proposed development of the subject property would not cause a substantial adverse change 

to any known “historical resources.” 

• No further cultural resources investigation is necessary for the project unless development plans 

undergo such changes as to include areas not covered by this study. 

• If buried cultural materials are discovered during any earth-moving operations associated with 

the project, all work in that area should be halted or diverted until a qualified archaeologist can 

evaluate the nature and significance of the finds. 

 

Thank you for this opportunity to be of service.  If you have any questions regarding the findings of 

this study or need additional information, please do not hesitate to contact our office. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Bai “Tom” Tang, M.A. 

Principal, CRM TECH 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ATTACHMENT A 

 

2006 CULTURAL RESOURCES SURVEY 
 

  

































































 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ATTACHMENT B 

 

2015 CULTURAL RESOURCES SURVEY 
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APPENDIX 2 
 

CORRESPONDENCE WITH 
NATIVE AMERICAN REPRESENTATIVES* 

 

                                                 
* A total of 11 local Native American representatives were contacted; a sample letter is included in this report. 

















 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ATTACHMENT C 

 

NATIVE AMERICAN SACRED LANDS FILE 

SEARCH RESULT 
 



mailto:ngallardo@crmtech.us
mailto:Andrew.Green@nahc.ca.gov
mailto:nahc@nahc.ca.gov


Agua Caliente Band of Cahuilla 
Indians
Jeff Grubbe, Chairperson
5401 Dinah Shore Drive 
Palm Springs, CA, 92264
Phone: (760) 699 - 6800
Fax: (760) 699-6919

Cahuilla

Agua Caliente Band of Cahuilla 
Indians
Patricia Garcia-Plotkin, Director
5401 Dinah Shore Drive 
Palm Springs, CA, 92264
Phone: (760) 699 - 6907
Fax: (760) 699-6924
ACBCI-THPO@aguacaliente.net

Cahuilla

Augustine Band of Cahuilla 
Mission Indians
Amanda Vance, Chairperson
P.O. Box 846 
Coachella, CA, 92236
Phone: (760) 398 - 4722
Fax: (760) 369-7161
hhaines@augustinetribe.com

Cahuilla

Cabazon Band of Mission 
Indians
Doug Welmas, Chairperson
84-245 Indio Springs Parkway 
Indio, CA, 92203
Phone: (760) 342 - 2593
Fax: (760) 347-7880
jstapp@cabazonindians-nsn.gov

Cahuilla

Cahuilla Band of Indians
Daniel Salgado, Chairperson
52701 U.S. Highway 371 
Anza, CA, 92539
Phone: (951) 763 - 5549
Fax: (951) 763-2808
Chairman@cahuilla.net

Cahuilla

Los Coyotes Band of Cahuilla 
and Cupeño Indians
Ray Chapparosa, Chairperson
P.O. Box 189 
Warner Springs, CA, 92086-0189
Phone: (760) 782 - 0711
Fax: (760) 782-0712

Cahuilla

Morongo Band of Mission 
Indians
Ann Brierty, THPO
12700 Pumarra Road 
Banning, CA, 92220
Phone: (951) 755 - 5259
Fax: (951) 572-6004
abrierty@morongo-nsn.gov

Cahuilla
Serrano

Morongo Band of Mission 
Indians
Robert Martin, Chairperson
12700 Pumarra Road 
Banning, CA, 92220
Phone: (951) 755 - 5110
Fax: (951) 755-5177
abrierty@morongo-nsn.gov

Cahuilla
Serrano

Quechan Tribe of the Fort Yuma 
Reservation
Manfred Scott, Acting Chairman 
Kw'ts'an Cultural Committee
P.O. Box 1899 
Yuma, AZ, 85366
Phone: (928) 750 - 2516
scottmanfred@yahoo.com

Quechan

Quechan Tribe of the Fort Yuma 
Reservation
Jill McCormick, Historic 
Preservation Officer
P.O. Box 1899 
Yuma, AZ, 85366
Phone: (760) 572 - 2423
historicpreservation@quechantrib
e.com

Quechan
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Ramona Band of Cahuilla
John Gomez, Environmental 
Coordinator
P. O. Box 391670 
Anza, CA, 92539
Phone: (951) 763 - 4105
Fax: (951) 763-4325
jgomez@ramona-nsn.gov

Cahuilla

Ramona Band of Cahuilla
Joseph Hamilton, Chairperson
P.O. Box 391670 
Anza, CA, 92539
Phone: (951) 763 - 4105
Fax: (951) 763-4325
admin@ramona-nsn.gov

Cahuilla

Santa Rosa Band of Cahuilla 
Indians
Lovina Redner, Tribal Chair
P.O. Box 391820 
Anza, CA, 92539
Phone: (951) 659 - 2700
Fax: (951) 659-2228
lsaul@santarosa-nsn.gov

Cahuilla

Soboba Band of Luiseno 
Indians
Isaiah Vivanco, Chairperson
P. O. Box 487 
San Jacinto, CA, 92581
Phone: (951) 654 - 5544
Fax: (951) 654-4198
ivivanco@soboba-nsn.gov

Cahuilla
Luiseno

Soboba Band of Luiseno 
Indians
Joseph Ontiveros, Cultural 
Resource Department
P.O. BOX 487 
San Jacinto, CA, 92581
Phone: (951) 663 - 5279
Fax: (951) 654-4198
jontiveros@soboba-nsn.gov

Cahuilla
Luiseno

Torres-Martinez Desert Cahuilla 
Indians
Michael Mirelez, Cultural 
Resource Coordinator
P.O. Box 1160 
Thermal, CA, 92274
Phone: (760) 399 - 0022
Fax: (760) 397-8146
mmirelez@tmdci.org

Cahuilla
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